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Energy Star(Monitor Power Management: A Drive to Help Businesses Reduce Energy And Increase Their Bottom Lines

A Case Study

Energy wasted by idle computer monitors costs business and other organizations about $900 million every year.  In fact, computers and monitors use more electricity than all types of office equipment, combined. Energy Star, a program managed by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, is helping businesses save money and protect the environment by eliminating costly energy waste through the “Million Monitor Drive”—the campaign to activate monitor power management on at least 1 million computer monitors.  Cisco Systems, Agere Systems, and Pitney Bowes are among the business leaders that have joined the Energy Star Million Monitor Drive.

Power management, when enabled, allows computer monitors to go into a low-power sleep mode during periods of inactivity.  Instead of paying utility bills for monitors that are kept on all day and night, companies pay only for the time that the computers are actually in use.  The simple act of enabling its computer monitors helps companies save thousands of kilowatt-hours and dollars a year.  For every 1,000 monitors that are enabled with power management, a company can typically save about 200,000 kWh and about $17,000 in energy bills per year.

To make implementation of power management simple, Energy Star created EZ Save, software that allows IT professionals to enable entire networks of computer monitors from a central location, and EZ Wizard, a tool that helps individuals to enable their own desktops.  Both can be downloaded from www.energystar.gov/powermanagement at no cost.  In addition, Energy Star offers free IT consultation on using an organizations’ existing IT environment to activate monitor power management.  





Cisco Systems

Using only 16 hours of staff time, 20,000 monitors were activated at Cisco’s California office, saving the company 3.4 million kWh of electricity and about $528,000 dollars annually.  Based on the success at its California offices, the company is expanding the program to 30,000 monitors in other offices.  The combined savings from the “sleeping” monitors will be 8.5 million kWh – enough energy to power about 10,000 U.S. households for one month – and about $1 million a year.

In many cases, businesses implementing power management begin the process by downloading EZ Save, but Cisco had just upgraded all of its machines from Windows NT to Windows 2000 and already had the technical capability to remotely manage the office’s computers.  The IT staff simply accessed its third-party desktop management tools to install the energy-saving feature on machines company-wide.
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Agere Systems 

Using EZ Save, Agere became among the first corporations in the nation to implement a company-wide power management campaign.  After a successful pilot in its Redding, California office, the company informed employees of the new power management campaign and enabled 8,000 computers across the country.  Agere’s computers are now set to enter into low-power “sleep” mode and the company expects to see savings of 1.5 million kWh a year – about $130,000 worth of electricity.
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Pitney Bowes

By enabling the power management features on 10,500 computer monitors, the mail and document management solutions company will save more than $160,000 a year on energy bills and enough energy to power about 2,300 U.S. homes for a month.  Pitney Bowes expects to save about 2 million kWh in energy annually.  And, because of the associated reduction in carbon dioxide emissions at its local utility, the company is helping the environment by the equivalent of planting about 450 acres of trees annually.

Using the functions of Windows 2000 and a third-party desktop management tool, Pitney Bowes’ efforts to enable monitor power management took less than one day of IT staff time.  Building on the successes in its U.S. facilities, plans are underway to expand the monitor power management program to 3,200 computers at international locations.










